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visual arts, and drama are as important as 
other academic subjects. Here, theory and 
practice don’t match. 

It is clear that the arts enhance student abil-
ity. During this time of enhanced accountability 
and high stakes academic testing, it would 
make sense to ensure that every child, kinder-
garten through twelfth grade, is provided an 
opportunity to participate in the arts. Many 
school districts are experiencing financial dif-
ficulty. To that end, instead of punishing 
schools for failing test scores, we should pro-
vide them with the resources needed to imple-
ment quality arts education programs—which 
correlate with increased test scores. Arts edu-
cation enhances literacy. And we should go 
further than haphazardly sticking in a few pro-
grams here and there. Quality matters. We 
must be concerned about the quality of sub-
ject matter as well as teacher training and de-
velopment. 

The No Child Left Behind Act, NCLB, has 
recognized the arts as a core academic sub-
ject, making arts programs eligible for inclu-
sion in broad funding categories such as 
teacher training, school reform, and tech-
nology. In spite of this designation, NCLB has 
led to the erosion of arts education. Economi-
cally disadvantaged schools don’t have suffi-
cient resources to cover enhanced intensive 
math and English studies, and quality arts 
education programs. A 2004 report by the 
Council for Basic Education found that ‘‘the 
greatest erosion of the curriculum is occurring 
in schools with high minority populations—the 
very populations whose access to such a cur-
riculum has been historically most limited.’’ We 
must do better. The arts impart discipline, im-
prove literacy, and enhance cultural under-
standing. If we have determined that students 
and teachers need to be held accountable, we 
must also ensure that schools, particularly 
schools that serve disadvantaged students, 
have adequate resources to provide strong in-
struction in math and English, as well as the 
arts. Complex problems like student achieve-
ment require varied solutions and rich cur-
ricula. 

Finally, as Congress considers the fiscal 
year 2006 appropriations bills, we should sup-

port increases in public funding. Each dollar of 
funding to the National Endowment for the 
Arts leverages at least $7 from other sources 
to support full time jobs. This returns revenue 
to the Federal Government in income taxes at 
a rate of nearly eight to one. That’s not a bad 
investment. Public spending on the humanities 
through programs such as the National En-
dowment for the Humanities initiative We The 
People, advances understanding of American 
history, culture, and values. Increasingly, we 
live in an interdependent world in which cul-
tural understanding is a key aspect of cooper-
ative efforts ranging from economic develop-
ment to security cooperation. 

I salute the arts industries and cultural orga-
nizations of the Eleventh District of Ohio as 
well as the individual artists, educators, and 
advocates. I thank the arts community for ef-
fectively conveying its importance on Arts Ad-
vocacy Day, and hope that we as a Congress 
continue to demonstrate a level of support that 
will enable the arts to thrive. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
March 17, 2005 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

APRIL 4 

2 p.m. 
Armed Services 
Strategic Forces Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine strategic 
forces and nuclear weapons issues in 
review of the Defense Authorization 
Request for fiscal year 2006; to be fol-
lowed by a closed hearing in SR–232A. 

SR–222 

APRIL 6 

10 a.m. 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Charles F. Conner, of Indiana, 
to be Deputy Secretary of Agriculture. 

SR–328A 

APRIL 14 

10 a.m. 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold joint hearings with the House 
Committee on Veterans Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentations of 
the Military Officers Association of 
America, the National Association of 
State Director of Veterans Affairs, 
AMVETS, the American Ex-Prisoners 
of War, and Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ica. 

345 CHOB 

APRIL 21 

10 a.m. 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold joint hearings with the House 
Committee on Veterans Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentations of 
the Fleet Reserve Association, the Air 
Force Sergeants Association, the Re-
tired Enlisted Association, and the 
Gold Star Wives of America. 

345 CHOB 

SEPTEMBER 20 

10 a.m. 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold joint hearings with the House 
Committee on Veterans Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
the American Legion. 

345 CHOB 
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